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About me
• I am a grade 1 drummer who currently plays for one of 

the worlds best pipe bands, Scottish Power.

• Work for the school district of North Ayrshire in which I 
teach 15 schools and 4 school bands across 

• Teaches students and bands from all over the globe.

• I have travelled the world playing drums including in 
America and across multiple countries in Europe. 

• I am also a member of the Rhythm Monster team as an 
instructor and video editor.



Pipe Band Tune Types
Tune Types:

Marches:

• 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 6/8, 9/8 & 12/8 - always swung

Dances:

• Hornpipes - 2/4, round or swung

• Strathspeys - 4/4, always swung

• Reels - 2/2 occasionally 3/2, round or swung

• Jigs - 6/8, 9/8 or 12/8, always round

• Waltz - 3/4

Other:

• Slow Airs - varying time signatures

• Drum Fanfares - our time to shine!

Competition Formats:

Band Sets:

• MSR - 2/4 March, Strathspey & Reel

• Medley - Mixture of Tunes

• 2/4 March Set - Found at Grade 4 or Grade 5 

Solo Drumming Sets:

• MSR - 2/4 March, Strathspey & Reel

• Hornpipe & Jig - one or two hornpipes & one or 
two jigs



Unique & Common 
Pipe Band Rudiments



Roll rudiments are almost always played with buzzes rather than double strokes.

Open roll rudiments are always written out.

Rolls
Common Notation:

Breakdown Notation:



Older pipe band scores use single stroke ruffs. Modern corps use ‘Swiss’ ruffs 
more commonly.

‘Swiss’ Ruffs



A common texture used independently and in drags.

Dead Strokes



Pipe Band drags are always ‘closed’, meaning they are played using dead 
strokes rather than double strokes.

Drags



An accented roll changes the buzz stroke to a single stroke.

Accented Roll Patterns
Common Notation:

Breakdown Notation:



The most common ratamacue in pipe bands has one more note than American 
ratamacues.

Ratamacue



Swiss & American Scores in 
Pipe Band Notation





KOSB PadLab Class


